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143,000: Stimulus jobs for  
Pa.  
  
By RICHARD FELLINGER Public Opinion Harrisburg  
Bureau
The massive federal stimulus plan is expected to  
create 143,000 jobs in Pennsylvania and 7,500  
jobs in the congressional district that includes  
Franklin County, according to the White House.   
  
All told, the package will pump nearly $10 billion  
into the state for things such as road and bridge  
projects, school programs and social programs  
such Medicaid.   
  
New jobs are anticipated in road construction,  
and school districts and social-service agencies  
should be able to retain or hire staffers, said  
Doug Hill, executive director of the County  
Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania.   
  
Asked if he thinks the package will perk up the  
state's economy, Hill replied, "We really hope so."   
  
Throughout Harrisburg last week, government  
staffers and advocacy groups were poring over  
the details of the vast, $787 billion package to  
determine how it will be distributed across the  
state.   
  
While some details have yet to be worked out,  
others are coming into focus.   
  
Roughly $1 billion of the money is earmarked for  
transportation projects statewide, and while  

specific projects have yet to be determined, an  
estimated $8 million will flow to Franklin County,  
according to the state Department of  
Transportation. 

Gov. Ed Rendell's administration calls the  
stimulus a welcome infusion of cash that will put  
people to work, but Republican congressmen who  
opposed it question whether the job estimates  
are realistic and say more should have been  
targeted for infrastructure. 

The 7,500 jobs that the White House projects for  
this area are in the entire 9th Congressional  
District, a sprawling district that stretches from  
here to Indiana County. 

U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster, R-Blair, who represents  
the 9th, believes the package should have  
included more money for infrastructure spending,  
said spokesman Jeff Urbanchuk. 

"Given the fact that Pennsylvania needs  
infrastructure, and given the fact that  
Pennsylvania needs transportation  
improvements," Urbanchuk said. 

As it is, less than 10 percent of the package is  
targeted for transportation needs, Urbanchuk  
said. 

Still, Shuster sees some good in the bill, such as  
grants for rural policing that will total $125  
million nationwide, Urbanchuk said. His office did  
not have an estimate last week on how much  
Pennsylvania will get. 
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U.S. Rep. Todd Platts, R-York, said the job- 
creation numbers are "just a best 'guesstimate.'"   
  
Platts also questioned whether the total cost of  
the package makes each job worth the cost to  
taxpayers. Each job created will cost taxpayers  
$225,000, he said.   
  
"Do I hope the bill succeeds and creates jobs?  
Yes, but it's also going to come at a huge cost to  
the American taxpayers," Platts said.   
  
The $1 billion in new transportation money will  
provide a significant bump in the amount  
PennDOT spends on road and bridge projects,  
agency spokesman Rich Kirkpatrick said.   
  
Before the stimulus was approved, PennDOT had  
been planning to spend $1.8 billion this year.   
  
PennDOT will work with county and regional  
planning organizations to determine which  
projects to target, Kirkpatrick said.   
  
Some state lawmakers say they want assurances  
that their area will get its fair share of the  
money, especially for road and bridge projects.   
  
Rep. Rob Kauffman, R-Chambersburg, said he's  
concerned about Franklin County getting its fair  
share of highway money, especially considering  
it's in the busy I-81 corridor.   
  
"When the state is distributing money, I always  
have concerns about our area getting its fair  
share," Kauffman said.   
  

Kirkpatrick said the totals earmarked for each  
county are based on regular federal funding  
formulas that consider factors such as population  
and vehicle miles traveled. 

"It's running through the normal funding- 
allocation process. That whole process is as fair  
as humanly possible," Kirkpatrick said. 

The biggest chunk of the state's stimulus money  
will go to Medicaid -- an expected $4 billion  
over the next three years. 

Department of Public Welfare spokeswoman  
Stacey Witalec said the money is earmarked for  
Rendell's annual budget plan and will avert cuts  
in the medical assistance program for low- 
income families, the elderly and disabled. 

For education, the state is expecting $1.8 billion,  
much of it for programs for low-income students  
and special education. More than $500 will go  
directly to districts for the Title 1 program  
helping low-income students, and more than  
$425 million will go to districts for special  
education. 

The special education funding will be especially  
welcome, said Tim Allwein of the Pennsylvania  
School Boards Association. He said districts  
regularly struggle to keep up with rising costs for  
special education. 

With stimulus funding going out for so many  
different purposes across the state, the Rendell  
administration is at work on a Web site that will  
allow people to track the funding. The site is  
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likely to start out with broad strokes and include  
more details as they become available, Rendell  
spokesman Barry Ciccocioppo said.   
  
The site is being modeled off the federal Web  
site, www.recovery.gov.   
  
STIMULUS BY THE NUMBERS   
  
Estimated jobs:   
  
3.5 million nationally   
  
143,000 in Pennsylvania   
  
7,500 in 9th Congressional District   
  
Spending on infrastructure & science:   
  
$111 billion nationally   
  
$1 billion on PA roads and bridges   
  
$8 million on Franklin County roads and bridges   
  
ON THE WEB   
  
The federal government has a Web site devoted  
to stimulus information at www.recovery.gov  
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