Franklin County business, development officials look to Oshkosh to aid Letterkenny Arm...

@ site C Web Search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH

Web: Subscribe Mobile Edition @-Edit\on Weather:

Home News Sports Living Opinion Obituaries Entertainment

o Q@@

[ BOOKMARK o 40 27

Print = Email Hﬂm Font Resize

Franklin County business, development officials look to
Oshkosh to aid Letterkenny Army Depot

By JIM HOOK Senior writer

Community leaders flew to Wisconsin last week to support a potential partnership between Letterkenny Army
Depot and Oshkosh Defense.

Both produce mine-resistant ambush-protected vehicles for the military.

"Hopefully, Oshkosh and Letterkenny will be partnering on a new Humvee line," Franklin County
Commissioner Bob Ziobrowski said. "It could have a positive effect on Letterkenny."

Ziobrowski, Greater Chambersburg Chamber of Commerce President David Sciamanna and Michael Ross
and David Mackey from the Franklin County Area Development Corp. flew to Oshkosh and back on May 13.

Reuters reported on Monday that Oshkosh is among several companies competing for potential military
contracts to upgrade the military's workhorse vehicle. Virginia-based defense analyst Jim McAleese said
Oshkosh, Textron Inc., AM General, BAE Systems and some smaller companies specializing in servicing of
trucks, are likely to compete.

The Army's 2011 budget plan, beginning Oct. 1, included no funds for new Humvees, but added nearly $1
billion to a recapitalization program to improve the reliability of 9,270 vehicles returning from Irag. Also, $565
million originally earmarked for new trucks is to be funneled into upgrading trucks returning from Irag.

Reuters also reported that the Army has not made any formal decisions on how to structure a Humvee
upgrade program, but is working on a request for proposals, said spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Jimmie
Cummings. Both the Army and

Marines are looking a Joint Light Tactical Vehicle
program that would eventually replace the 25-year-
old Humvee program.

Advertisement
SPICHER S In April, Letterkenny laid off 133 contract
employees working on its Humvee line. The

APFLUACEE = ELECTRONICE ;i 182 Humvees were repaired and fitted with armor. The
project, originally expected to last one year,
continued for five. The remaining 80 workers are to
lose their jobs in July when the current contract
ends.

Letterkenny won a Shingo Silver Medallion in 2007
for manufacturing excellence on the Humvee line.

Letterkenny partners with York-based BAE
Systems to manufacture its MRAPS.

About half the Oshkosh-made MRAPs are
produced at its JLG Industries plant in
McConnellsburg, Ziobrowski said.

MRAPs with v-shaped hulls and thick armor have
proven to be safer than Humvees for soldiers threatened by improvised explosive devices. They are also
heavier and more expensive.

Letterkenny Chief of Staff Mark Sheffield said Oshkosh and Letterkenny currently do not share any major
workload.

"We have been working on a few proposals with Oskosh Defense," Sheffield said on Wednesday.
Ziobrowski said the meeting in Oshkosh was very productive. Ross said the meeting "went well."

"We wanted to make clear that as a county we were interested in furthering the partnership,” Ross said. "We
want to make them aware of the economic resources that might be applicable to that."

Letterkenny Commander Col. Cheri Provancha also was attending an internship at Oshkosh as part of an
executive leadership program, Ross said.

Money left from a state BRAC grant awarded to the development corporation three years ago paid for the trip,
Ross said.

Jim Hook can be contacted at 262-4759 or jhook@publicopinionnews.com.

http://www.publicopiniononline.com/ci 15122724

Page 1 of 2

“* CHAMBERSBURG, PA | Now: 54°F | High: 80°F | Low: 50°F | 5-Day Forecast

Classifieds Cars Jobs Shopping

How long is the wait?

Urgent Care
Sylvania

7

Most Viewed

(From the last 12 hours)

Urgent Care
Robinwood

2

Click here!

Most E-Mailed JRSS |

1. Waynesboro soldier dies in Kabul, Afghanistan
2. Woman who turned runaways into prostitutes is

sentenced

3. Franklin County area police log

4. Chambersburg man sent to prison for sexual abuse of

a 13-year-old...

5. Franklin County business, development officials look to

Oshkosh to...

6. Teen, boyfriend charged with stealing from St. Thomas!

house she...

7. Trial set for next week for men accused in 2009

beating in...

8. Man charged with making threats at gunpoint
9. Color Day celebration is Friday at Chambersburg Area

Senior High...

10. Franklin County court sentences

News &l

Waynesboro soldier dies in Kabul, Afghanistan
Greencastle veteran of World War Il to receive high

school diploma

Franklin County business, development officials look to
Oshkosh to aid Letterkenny Army Depot
Letterkenny Army Depot's front gate to be improved

TUSCARORA SCHOOL...

WAREHOUSE
OPERATIONS...

REGIONAL OTR...

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST...

WAREHOUSE
OPERATIONS...

NURSING Primecare...

WAREHOUSE
OPERATIONS...

SITE MANAGER...

FULL TIME...

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST...

all listings

Do NOT Bleach
Teeth!
The dentists DON'T want
you to know about this $4
trick!

Fayetteville: Local
Mom Makes $77/hr
Online!
Unemployed Mom Makes
$6,397/Month Working
Online! Read How She Did

Acai Berry
EXPOSED
(Fayetteville Report)
Fayetteville Warning:
Health Renorter Discovers

5/20/2010



Franklin County business, development officials look to Oshkosh to aid Letterkenny Arm... Page 2 of 2

) BOOKMARK o ©0 87 The Shocking Truth.
& print Email I-g- IA I; u Font Resize "~ Return to Top
POST YOUR COMMENTS:

Type in your comments to post to the forum

Name
(appears on your [Troy
post)

Comments ;I

|

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: I W
Post Comment |

topix

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the comment you are
posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be removed by the moderator. Send us your

feedback .
Dont Buy Health Insurance Health Insurance Plans Super Cheap Car Insurance - $15 /
Until You Compare Free Quotes Online - Get Free Health Insurance Quotes Online. Month
Plans From $30 / Compare Plans & Get Discount Car Insurance
Affordable-Health-Insurance.org IndividualHealthQuotes.com Discount-Car-Insurance.com

Ads by Yahoo!

Privacy Policy | MNG Corporate Site Map | Copyright | RSS‘_m'j | [E3 My Yarico! | Site Map | AboutUs
About our Ads | Subscribe Now | Customer Services | Write a Letter | Press Release 101 |

A ZMediaNews Group WEBSITE

http://www.publicopiniononline.com/ci 15122724 5/20/2010



